Lecture:  Mechanical Removal of LDL Cholesterol via LDL Apheresis

                    “A Life Saving Treatment”
Speaker:
Thomas G. Hirose, M.D., F.C.A.P.



Transfusion Medicine

Date:               April 29, 2009

Time:              8:00 – 8:30 pm Lecture (dinner afterwards)

Location:        Tandoor Restaurant at Orange

                       1132 East Katella Avenue

                       Orange, California 92867

RSVP:            Sandra Cramer (310.963.9860          20 seats left)   

Objectives:

At the end of the lecture the participants will be able to list:

1. The indications for LDL Apheresis.

2. The role of LDL Apheresis for patients with statin associated myositis

3. The role of LDL Apheresis for patients with statin associated hepatitis

4. The Health Insurance Carriers that will authorize and cover this procedure

Summary

Obesity, hypertension and hyperlipidemia share a common pathway of vascular accelerated atherosclerosis with coagulation alterations that leads to stroke, heart attack and early death.  The mechanical removal of LDL cholesterol has been available and covered by Medicare and all major Health Insurance Carriers for over a decade.  It is well tolerated with selective patients achieving prolonged cardiovascular event free survival.

This lecture will discuss the diagnostic laboratory assays, treatment and long term follow up of patients with elevated LDL & LP-(a) cholesterol.

Biography

Thomas G. Hirose, M.D. is a coagulation specialist and serves as the Medical Director for the Laguna Hills Coumadin Clinic - Hemostasis & Thrombosis Center.

Dr. Hirose is the Director of Transfusion Medicine for several community hospitals located in the Los Angeles and Orange Counties.  He completed his medical school at the UCLA Medical Center, a General Surgery internship at the UCI Medical Center, Pathology residency at the Cedars-Sinai Medical Center and Transfusion Medicine fellowship at the New England Deaconess Hospital-Harvard Medical Center.  Dr. Hirose returned to Southern California in 1994 and began a clinical practice specializing in disorders of coagulation and is considered a regional and national expert concerning bleeding and clotting disorders.

Dr. Hirose is an assistant Clinical Professor for the UCLA School of Medicine and actively participates in the training of residents and fellows at Harbor-UCLA Medical Center.  Over the past half decade, Dr. Hirose has participated in early industry growth and research involving umbilical cord stem cells and adult peripheral blood stem cells as well as treatment for hypercholesterolemia with LDL therapeutic apheresis.
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